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7 Am very well aware wha di differen Eftetts the pub- 
liſhing this Letter againſt the dear Mr. Welley's 

Sermon will produce. Many of my Friends, that are 
| ſtrenuous Advocates for univerſal Redemption, will im- 
 mediately be offended, Many that are zealous on the ather 
Side will be much rejoiced. They that are luke-warm on 
both Sides, and are carried away with carnal Reaſoning, 
vill wiſh this Matter had never been brought under De- 
bate. The Reaſons I have given at the Beginning of the 
Letter, I think ſufficient to ſatisfy all of my Conduft here- 


in. I deſire therefore, that they who hol, Eleftion would 


not triumph, or make a Party on one Hand (for I deteſt 
any ſuch Thing) and that they who are prejudiced againſt 
that Doctrine, be not too much concerned or offended an 
the other. Known unto God are all bis Ways from the 
Beginning of the World. The great Day will diſcover © 
why the Lord permits dear Mr. Weſley and me to be of 
a different Way of thinking. At preſent J ſhall make no 
Enquiry into that Matter beyond the Account which he has 
given of it himſelf in the following Letter, e I lately 
FONG from Pis « o70n dear Hands, | 
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London, Auguſt 9. 1740. 
My Ap Brother, 


Thank you for yours, May the 24th, The Caſe is 

« - quite plain. "There are Bigots both for Predeſti- 
* nation and againſt it. God is ſending a Meſſage to 
 *. thoſe on either Side, But neither will receive it unleſs 
from one who js of their own Opinion, MEA for 
© MS 4 2 
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at 2 Time you are ſuffered io be of one Opinion, and I of 
*& another. But when his Time is come, God will do 
tc what Man cannot, namely, make us both of one Mind. 
« Then Perſecution will flame out, and it will be ſeen 
« whether we count our Lives dear unto ourſetves, ſo that 


ve may finiſh our Courſe with Foy. 
| Tam, ny deareſt Brother, 


ever hours, J. WESLEY, 


Thus my honoured Friend, I heartily pray God to baften 


the Time for his being clearly enlightened into all the Doc- 


trines of divine Revelation, that we may thus be cloſely 


united in Principle and Judgment, as well as Heart and 
Aﬀettion. i And then if the Lord ſhould call us to it, I 
care not if I go with him to Priſon, or to Death, For 

' like Paul and Silas, I hope wwe ſhall ſing Praiſes to God, 
and count it our higheſt Honour to ſuffer for Chriſt's 
Sake, and lay down our Lives for tha Brethren. 
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A LET. 


- 


LE TT E R 


tows the Revenuny 
Mr. GzxoRGE WHITETIEL D, 
To the Reverend 


Mr. Joun WESL E. 


 Betbeſla i in Cuepla | 


December 24, 1 740. 


Revere and very dear Brother, 


JOD only knows what unſpeakable Sorrow of 


Heart I have felt on your Account, fince T 


left England laſt. Whether it be my Infirmi- 
ty or not, I frankly confeſs, that Jonah could not go 


* with more Reluftance againſt NMineveb, than I now 
take Pen in Hand to write againſt you. Was Nature 
= to ſpeak, I had rather die than do it; and yet if I am 
faithful to God, and to my own and other's Souls, I 
muſt not ſtand neuter any longer. I am very appre- 


henſive that our common Adverſaries will rejoice to 
ſee us differing among ourſelves. But what can I ſay? _ 


"ng Children of God are in Danger of falling into Er- 


ror, — Nay, 1 have been miſled, whom yon | 
as 


Mi 
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has been pleas'd to l upon 15 my Miniſtry, and a 


ater Number are till calling aloud upon me allo t 
— w my Opinion; J muſt then ſhew that I know no 


Man after the Fleſh, and that I have no Reſpect to 


Perſons any further than is conſiſtent with my Duty to 
my Lord and Maſter, Jeſus Chriſt. 
This Letter, no doubt, will loſe. me many F riends. 


; 721 for this Cauſe, perhaps God has laid this difficult 


Faſk upon me, even to ſee whether I am willing to 


| forſake all for him, or not. From ſuch Conſiderations as 
theſe, I think it my Duty to bear an humble Teſtimo- 

ny, and earneſtly plead for the Truths, which I am 
convinced, are clearly revealed in the Word of God, 


the Defence whereof I muſt uſe great Plainneſs of 
Speech, and treat my deareſt Friends upon Earth 
with the greateſt Simplicity, Faithfulneſs and Free- 


dom, leaving the Conſequences of all to God. 


For-ſome Time before, and efpecially ſince my laſt | 


Departure from England, both in publie and private, 
by preaching and printing, you have been propagat- 


ing the Doctrine of Univerſal Redemption. And © 
when I remember how Paul reproved Peter for his 


Diſſimulation, I fear I have been ſinfully ſilent too 
long, Oh then be not angry with me, dear and ho- 


noured Sir, if now I deliver my Soul by telling you 
that T think in this you greatly err. - | 

> *Tis not my Deſign to enter into a long Debate on 
Gov? s DecrEEs. I refer you to Dr. Edwards. his 
Veritas Redux, which, I think, is unanſwerable, ex- 
cept in a certain Point, concerning a middle Sort be- 


tween Elect and Reprobate, which he himſelf in Ef- | 


fect afterwards condemns. 


I ſhallonly make a few Remarks upon your Sermon, | | 


entitled Free Grace, And before I enter upon the Diſ- 


- courſe itſelf, give me Leave to take a little Notice of 


what, in your Preface, you term an indifpenſible Obli- 
gation, to make it public to all the World. I muſt 
own, that I always thought you were quite miſtaken 


ſpon that Head. The Cale . know) ſrands thus 


when 


Try 


when you was at By 0 I think you receiv'd a Letter 
charging you with not preach- 


from a private Han 
ing the Goſpel, becauſe you did not preach up Electi- 


on. Upon this you drew a Lot. The Anſwer was 


preach and print. I have often queſtioned, as Ido now, 
whether in ſo doing, you did not tempt the Lord. A 


due Exerciſe of religious Prudence, without a Lot, 


would have directed you in that Matter. Beſides, I 


never heard that you enquired of God, whether or 
not Election was a' Goſpel Doctrine. But I fear, tak- 
ing it for granted, it was not, you only enquired whe- 


ther you ſhould be ſilent, or preach and print againſt 


it? However. this be, the Lot came out preach and 


print; accordingly you preached and pri nid againſt 
Election. At my Deſire, you ſuppreſſed the publiſh- 


ing the Sermon whilſt I was in England; but ſoon ſent 
it into the World after my Departure; Oh that you 


had kept it in! However, if that Sermon was printed 
in Anſwer to a Lot, I am apt to think one Reaſon, 


why God ſhould ſo ſuffer you to be deceived was, that 


hereby a ſpecial Obligation might be laid upon me 


faithfully to declare the Scripture Poctrine of Electi- 


on, that thus the Lord might give me a freſh Oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing what was in my Heart, and whether 


I would be true to his Cauſe or not; as you could not 


but grant, he did once before, by giving you ſuch an- 
other Lot at Deal. The Morning I failed from Deal 


for Gibraltar,” you arrived from Georgia. ---Inſtead of - 


giving me an Opportunity to converſe with you, tho? 


the Ship was not far off the Shore; you drew a Lot, 
and immediately ſet forwards to London. You left a 
a Letter behird you, in which were Words to this 


Effect. When I ſaw God, by the Wind which was 


& carrying you out, brought me in, I aſked Council 


of God. His Anſwer you have encloſed.” This was 


a Piece of Paper, in which were written theſe Words, 


Let him return to London.” 
When I received this, I was nde ſurpriſed.- — 


N was a od. Man telling me he had caſt a 


__ 


——— — 
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a 
Lot, and that God would have me return to Landon. 
On the other Hand, I knew my Call was to Georgia, 
and that I had taken Leave of London, and could not 
juſtly go from the Soldiers, who were committed to 
e. 
Chat Paſſage on the firſt Book of Kings Chap. 13. 
where we are told, That the Prophet _ — 
< Lyon, that was tempted to go back, contrary to 
God's expreſs Order, upon another Prophet's telling 
< him God would have him do fo.” This Paſſage, I 


fay, was powerfully impreſſed upon my Soul: I wrote 
you Word that I could not return to London. We 
faifd immediately. Some Months after, I received a 
Letter from you at Georgia, wherein you wrote Words 
to this Effect. Tho' God never before gave me a 
wrong Lot, yet, perhaps, he ſuffered me to have 
< ſuch a Lot at that Time, io try what was in your 


* = 


barge. I betook myſelf with a Friend to Prayer. 


Heart.” I ſhould never have publiſhed this private 


Tranſaction to the World, did not the Glory of God 
call me to it.—It is plain you had a wrong Lot given 
you here, and juſtly, becauſe you tempted God in 
drawing one. And thus J believe it is in the preſent 
Caſe. And if ſo, let not the Children of „Who 
are mine and your intimate Friends and Advocates for 
Vniverſal Redemption, think that Doctrine true, be- 
cauſe you preached it up in Compliance with a Lot giv- 
en out from God. 6 WV 
This, I think, may ſerve as an Anſwer to that Part 


5 of the Preface, to your printed Sermon, wherein you 


fay Nothing but the ſtrongeſt Conviction, not only 
< that what is here advanced is the Truth as it is in Je- 
< ſus, but alſo that I am indiſpenſiby obuged to declare 

e this Truth to all the World.“ That you believe. 

What you have wrote to be Truth, and that you ho- 
neſtly aim at God's Glory in writing, I do not in the 

leaſt doubt. But then, honoured Sir, I can't but 
think you have been much miſtaken in imagining that 
your tempting God, by caſting a Lot in the Manner 
you did, could lay you under an indiſpenſble Obliga 
„ | 71018 


fat 


to any Aon, much leſs to publiſh your Sermon a- 


gainſt the Doctrine of Predeſtination to Life. 


I muſt next obſerve, that as you have been unhappy | 
in printing at all, upon ſuch an imaginary Warrant, ſo 
you have been as unhappy in the Choice of your Text, 
Honoured Sir, how could it enter into your Heart, to 
chuſe a Text to diſproye'the Doctrine of Election, out 
rien the 8th'of' the Romans, where this Doctrine is ſo 


Plainly aſſerted, that once talking with a Quaker upon 
| * Subject, he had no other way of evading the Force 
O 


Apoſtle's Aſſertion, than by ſaying. * I believe 


Paul was in the agg And another Friend lately, 
who was once highly prejudiced againſt Election, jnge- 
nuouſly confeſſed — he uſed to think St. Paul him. 


ſelf was miſtaken, or that he was not truly tranſlated, - 
Indeed, Honoured Sir, it is plain, beyond all Con- 
Pr chat Sr. Paul, thro? the whole, Eighth of 


the Romans, is ſpeaking of the Privileges of thoſe only 


who are really in Chriſt. And let any — . — 
ows your 
Text, and he muſt confeſs the Word all only ſignifies 


Perſon read what goes before and what 


thoſe that are in Chriſt, and the latter Part of the 
Text plainly proves, ef I find, dear Mr. Veſtey 


will, by no means, gram, I mean the final Perſever- 


ance of the Children of God. He. that ſpared not 
#* his own Son, but freely gave him for us all, i. e. all 
Saints, how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us 


. «al Things.” Grace, in particular, ta enable us to 


perſevere, arid every Thing elſe neceſſary to carry us 
Home to our Father's heavenly Kingdom, 
Had any one a mind to prove the Doctrine of El- 
| tion, as; well as of final Perſeverance, he could hardly 
wiſh. for 2a Text more fir for his Purpoſe, than that 
which you have choſen to diſprove it. One that does 
not know you, would ſuſpect you yourſelf was ſenſible 


of this. For after the firſt Paragraph, I ſcarce kno- 


whether you have mentioned it lo much as ener, thro? 
your whole Sermon. 


8 your Dikcourle, in "7 Opinion, 15 as little . 2 
| the 
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Purpoſe as your Text, and inſtead of warping, does 


but more 'and more confirm me in the Belief of the 


Doctrine of God's eternal Election. 

I ſhall not mention how illogically you have pro- 
ceeded.—Had you wrote clearly, you ſhould firſt, Ho- 
noured Sir, have proved your Propoſition, © That 
God's Grace is fl ree to all,“ and then by way of In- 
ference exclaimed againſt what you call the horrible 


Decree... But you knew People (becauſe Arminianiſm, 
of late, has ſo much abounded amongſt us) were ge- 


nerally prejudiced againſt the Doctrine of 10 robation, 
and therefore thought if you kept up their Diſlike of 


that, you could overthrow the Doctrine of Elec- 


tion entirely. For, without Doubt, the Doctrine of E- 
lection and Reprobation muſt ſtand or fall together. 


But paſſing by this, as alſo your equivocal Definiti- 
on of the Word Grace, and your falſe Definition of the 


Word Frets, and that I may be as ſhort as poſſible, I 


frankly acknowledge, I believe the Doctrine of Repro- 


| — that God intends to give faving Grace, 'thro? 


Jeſus Chriſt, -only- to a certain Number, and that 


the reſt of Mankind, after the Fall of Adam, being 
juſtly left of God to continue in Sin, will at laſt ſuffer 
that eternal Death, which is. its proper Wages. 


This is the eſtabliſhed. Doctrine of Scripture, and ac-. 
| warme as ſuch in the 17th Article of the Church 
of England, as Biſhop Burnet himſelf confeſſes ; ye 


e * 


dear Mr. Maſſey abſolutely. denies it. 
But the moſt a Objections, which you — 


ged againſt this 


as to the following Heads. 


Firſt, you fay, if this be fo (7. e. if there be an E- 
. lection) then is all preaching vain: It is needleſs to 
& them that are elected; for they, whether with preach- 
„ ing or without, will infallibly be ſaved. There- 


5 * fore the End of preaching to ſave Souls is void, with 
| ” Regard 


ctrine, as Reaſons why you re- 
| 1 it, being ſeriouſly conſidered, and faithfully tried 
by the Word of God, will appear to be of no Force 
at all. Let the Matter be humbly and calmly reviewed, : 


VVV 

ce Regard to them. And it is uſeleſs to them that are 
not elected; for they cannot poſſibly be ſaved; 
„they, whether with preaching or without, will in- 


* <« fallibly be damned. The End of preaching is there- 


fore void, with Regard to them likewiſe. So that 
in either Caſe our preaching is vain, and your hear- 
Ling alſo vain.” Page roth Paragraph the gth. 
Oh, dear Sir, what kind of Reaſoning, or rather 
Sophiſtry is this! Hath not God, who hath appointed 
Salvation for a certain Number, appointed alſo the 


7 preaching of the Word, as a Means to bring them to 


it? Does any one hold Election in any other Senſe? 
And if fo, how is preaching needleſs to them that are 
elected; when the Goſpel is deſigned by God himſelf 
to be the Power of God unto their eternal Salvation? 
And fince we know not who are Elect and who Re- 
probate, we are to preach promiſcuouſly to all. For 
the Word may be uſeful, even to the Non-elect, in re- 
ſtraining them from much Wickedneſs and Sin, How- 
ever it is enough to excite to the utmoſt Diligence in 
preaching and hearing, when we conſider that by theſe 
Means, ſome, even as many as the Lord hath ordain- 
ed to eternal Life, ſhall certainly be quickened and en- 
abled to believe. And who, that attends eſpecially 
with Reverence and Care, can tell but he may be 
found of that happy Number? . 
Secondly, you ſay, that it, viz. the Doctrine of 
Election and Reprobation, directly tends to deſtroy 
* that Holineſs, which is the End of all the Ordinances 
of God.” For, ſays the dear miſtaken Mr. Weſley, 


dit wholly takes away thoſe firſt Motives to follow 


s after it, ſo frequently propoſed in Scripture, The 
* Hope of future Reward, and Fear of Puniſhment, 
< the Hope of Heaven, and the Fear of Hell, Cc.“ 
Page 11th, . CC 

I thought one, that carries Perfection to ſuch an ex- 
alted Pitch as dear Mr. Walley does, would know that 


a true Lover of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt would ſtrive to 


be holy for the Sake of being holy, and work for 
17th . 8 8 Chriſt 
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Chriſt out of Love and Gratitude, . without any Re- 


gard to the Rewards of Heaven, or Fear of Hell. Tou 


femember, dear Sir, what Scougall ſays © Love's 4 
* more powerful Motive that does them move.” Bur 


paſſing; by this and granting that Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments (as they certainly are) may be Motives from 
which a Chriſtian may be honeſtly ſtirred up to act 
for God, how does the Doctrine of Election deſtroy 


| theſe Motives? Do not the Elect know that the more 
god Works they do, the greater will be their Re- 


ward? And is not that Encouragement enough to ſer 
them upon, and cauſe them to perſevere in working 


for Jeſus Chriſt? And how does the Doctrine of E- 


lection deſtroy Holineſs? Whoever preached any other 
Election than what the Apoſtle preached, when he 


_ faid © Choſen thro? Sanctification of the Spirit? Nay 
1s not Holineſs made a Mark of our Election by all 


that preach it? And how then can the Doctrine of 


Election deſtroy Holineſs ? ; 


The Inftance which you bring to- illuſtrate your AL. 


fertion, indeed, dear Sir, is quite impertinent. For 
you fay, If a ſick Man knows, that he muſt una- 
__ *. yoidably die or unavoidably recover, tho' he knows 
c not which, it is not reaſonable to take any Phyſic 
at all,“ Page 11. Dear Sir, what abſurd Reaſon- 
ing is here? Was you ever ſick in your Life? If ſo, 


did not the bare Probability or Poſſibility of your Re- 
covering, tho' you knew it was unalterably fixed, that 
you muſt live or die, encourage you to take Phyſic ? 


Por how did you know but that very Phyſic might be 
the Means God intended to recover you by ? Juſt thus 
it is as to the Doctrine of Election. I know that it is 


unalterably fixed, may one fay, that I muſt be damn- 
ed or ſaved. But ſince: [ know not which for a Cer- 


tainty, why ſhould I not ſtrive, tho? at preſent in a 


State of Nature, ſince I know not but this Striving 


may be the Means God has intended to bleſs,” in order 


to bring me into a State of Grace? Dear Sir, con- 


Tider theſe Things. Make an impartial Application. 
leg no + adj. 
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and len judge what little Reaſon you had to andy 
the 10th Paragraph, Page 12, in theſe Words: So 
directly does this Doctrine tend to ſhut the very 
4 Gate of Holineſs in general, to hinder unholy Men 
from ever oppotching , or N to enter 
c in thereat.“ | 
As directly, Paragraph 11. ſay you, en the 
Doctrine tend to deſtroy ſeveral particular Branches 
Of Holineſs, ſuch as Meekneſs, Love, Sc.“ I ſhall 
ſay little, dear Sir, in anſwer to this Paragraph; Dear 
Mr. Weſiey perhaps has been diſputing with ſome warm 
narrow ſpirited Men that held Election, and then in- 
fers, that their Warmth and Narrowneſs of Spirit was 
Owing to their Principles? But does not dear Mr. 
Weſley know many dear Children of God, who are 
Predeſtinarians, and yet are meek, lowly, pitiful, cour- 
teous, tender-hearted, of a Catholic Spirit, and kind, 
and hope to ſee the moſt vile and profligate of Men 
converted? And why ? Becauſe they know GOd 
ſaved them by an Act of his electing Love, and they 
know not but he may have elected thoſe who now ſeem 
to be the moſt abandoned. But, dear Sir, we muſt 
not judge of the Truth of Principles in general, nor 
of this of Election in particular, intirely from the Prac- 
tice of ſome that profeſs to hold them, If fo, I am 
ſure much might be ſaid againſt your own, For I ap- 
| | to your own Heart, whether or not you have not 
felt in yourſelf, or obſerved in others a narrow ſpirit- 


LY edneſs, and fome Diſunion of Soul towards thoſe that 


hold particular Redemption. If fo, then according to 
your own Rule, Univerſal Redemption is wrong, becauſe 


it deſtroys ſeveral Branches of Holineſs, ſuch as Meck- 


neſs, Love, Sc. But not to inſiſt upon this, I beg 
vou would obſerve, that your Inference is intirely ſer 
aſide by the Force of the Apoſtle's Argument, and the 
Language which he expreſly uſes. For, Col. iii. 12, 
and 13. he ſays, Put on therefore, (as the Eleft of God, 
Holy and beloved) Bowels of Mercy, Kindneſs, Humble- 
4 05 1 Mind, * Long ſuffering, forbearing = 
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another, and forgiving one another, if any Man have a 
Quarrel againſt any, even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo 


do ye. Here we ſee that the Apoſtle exhorts them to 


— on Bowels of Mercy, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of | 


Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering,  &c. upon this Con- 
ſideration, namely, becauſe they were Elect of God. 


And all who have experimentally felt this Doctrine in 


their Hearts, feel that theſe Graces 4 are the genuine Ef- 


| fefts of their being elected of God. 


But, perhaps, dear Mr. We/key may be miſtaken in 


this Point, and call that Paſſion, which is only Zeal for 
God's Truths. You know, dear Sir, the Apoſtle ex- 
horts us to contend earneſtly for the Faith once de- 
_ < ivered to the Saints,” and therefore you muſt not 
condemn all that appear zealous for the Doctrine of E- 
lection, as narrow-ſpirited or Perſecutors, becauſe they 
think it their Duty to oppoſe you. I am ſure, I love 
you inthe Bowelsof Jeſus Chriſt, and think I could lay 
down myLife for your Sake; but yet, dear Sir, I can- 
not help ſtrenuouſly oppoſing your Errors upon this 


important Subject, becauſe I think you warmly, tho? 


not defignedly, oppoſe the Truth, as it is in Jeſus. 
May the Lord remove the Scales of Prejudice from off 
the Eyes of your Mind, and give you a Zeal according 


to true Chriſtian Knowledge! | 
Thirdly, ſays your Sermon, Page 1 3th, Paragraph 


12. * This Doctrine tends to deſtroy the Comforts 
of Religion, the Happineſs of Chriſtianity, &c. "2 


But how does Mr. Weſiey know this, who never be- 


lieved Election? I believe. they who have experienced 


it, will agree with our 17th Article, & that the godly 


< Conſideration of Predeſtination, and Election in 
* Chriſt, is full of ſweet, pleaſant, unſpeakable Com- 
fort to godly Perſons, and ſuch as feel in themſelves 
the working of the Spirit of Chriſt, mortifying the 
„Works of the Fleſh, and their earthly Members, and 
drawing their Minds to high and heavenly Things, 
<< as well becauſe it does greatly eſtabliſh and confirm 
their Faith of eterna] n, to be enjoyed thro? 


ce < Chriſt, 


ho 7, MS. T . 2 3 


By 


1 


« Chriſt, as becauſe it doth fervently kindle their 


Love towards God, Sc.“ This plainly ſhews that 


our godly Reformers did not think Election deſtroyed 
Holineſs, or the Comforts of Religion. As for my 
own Part, this Doctrine is my daily Support. I ſhould 
utterly fink under a Dread of my impending Tryals, 


was I not firmly perſuaded that God has choſen me in 


_ Chriſt from before the Foundation of the World, and 


that now being effectually called, he will ſuffer none to 


pluck me out of his Almighty Hand. 


You proceed thus this is evident as to all thoſe 


d who believe themſelves to be reprobate, or only ſuſ- 
<« pect or fear it; all the great and precious Promiſes 


<« are loft to them; they afford them no * of Com- 


Art. 

In Anſwer to this let me abr that none living, 
elperially none who are deſirous of Salvation, can 
know that they are not of the Number of God's E- 

lect. None, but the Unconverted, can have any juſt 
Reaſon, ſo much as to fear it. And would dear Mr, 
| Weſky give Comfort, or dare you apply the precious 

Promiſe of the Goſpel, being Children's Bread, to 


Men in a natural State while they continue ſo? Gd 


forbid! What if the Doctrine of Election and Repro- 
bation does put ſome upon doubting? So does that of 
Regeneration. But is not this Doubting a good Means 


to put them upon ſearching and ſtriving, and that 


ſtriving a good Means to make their Calling and 


their Election ſure. This is one Reaſon among many 


others why I admire the Doctrine of Election, and am 
convinced that it ſhould have a Place in Goſpel Mini- 
ſtry, and ſhould be inſiſted on with Faithfulneſs and 
Care. It has a natural Tendency to rouze the Soul 
out of its carnal Security. And therefore many car- 


nal Men cry out againſt it. Whereas Univerſal Ne- ; 


demption is a Notion ſadly adapted to keep the Soul in 
its lethargic ſleepy Condition, and theretore ſo many 
natural Men admire and applaud it. | 

Your 13th, 14th and 1 gn FOR. come next 
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in all Parts of the Earth? Or could he be ſure of what 


= 1. =... 
to de conſidered. © The Witneſs of the Spirit, you 


„ fay, Paragraph 14th, Page 14, Experience ſhews to 


the much obſtructed by this Doctrine.” But, dear 


Sir, whoſe Experience? Not your on; for in your 


Journal, from your embarking for Georgia, to your 


Return to London, Page the laſt; you ſeem to acknow-+ 
ledge that you have it not, and therefore you are no 


competent Judge in this Matter. You muſt mean 


then the Experience of others. For you ſay in the 
fame 2 Even in thoſe, who have taſted o 


* that good Gift, who yet have ſoon loſt it again (1 


” 


e ſuppoſe you mean loſt the Senſe of it again) and fal- 
* Jen back into Doubts and Fears and Darkneſs, even 
c horrible Darkneſs, that might be felt, c.“ Now, 


as to the Darkneſs of Deſertion, was not this the Caſe 
of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, after he had received an un- 
meaſurable Unction of the Holy Ghoſt? Vas not bis 


Saul exceeding ſorrowfu!, even unto Death in the Garden t 
And was he not ſurrounded with an horrible Darkneſs, 
even a Darkneſs that might be felt, when. on the 
Croſs he cryed out, My God! My God! Why baſt thay 
forſaken me? And that all his Followers are liable to 


the ſame, is it not evident from Scripture ? For ſays 


the Apoſtle © He was tempted in all Things like unto 
his Brethren, that he might be able to ſuccour thoſt 
that are tempted,” And is not their Liableneſs there- 


unto well conſiſtent with that Conformity to him in 
Suffering, which his Members are to bear? Why then 
ſhould Perſons falling into Darkneſs, after they have 


received the Witneſs. of the Spirit, be any Argument 


againſt the Doctrine of Election? © Yes, you fay, 
% many, very many, of thoſe that hold it not in all 


= Parts of the Earth, have enjoyed the uninterrupted 
e Wunels of the Spirit, the continual Light of God's 


« Countenance, from the Moment wherein they firſt 
believed for many Months or Years to this very 
% Day.” But how does dear Mr. Welty know this? 
Has he conſulted the Experience of many, very many 


he 


__ 
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| he hath advanced without ſufficient Grounds, would 
it follow that their being kept in this Light, is ow- 
ing to their. not believing the Doctrine of Election? 


No, this, according to the Sentiments of our Church, 
* greatly confirms and eſtabliſhes a true Chriſtian's 
fe 


Faith of eternal Salvation thro? Chriſt,” and is an 
Anchor of Hope, both ſure and ſtedfaſt, when he 
walks in Darkneſs and ſees no Light, as certainly he 


may even after he hath received the Witneſs of the 


Spirit, whatever you or others may unadviſedly aſſert 
to the contrary, Then to have Reſpect to God's ever- 


laſting Covenant; and- to throw himſelf upon the free_ 


diſtinguiſhing Love of that God, who changeth not, 
will make him lift up the Hands that hang down, 


and ſtrengthen the feeble Knees. But without the 
Belief of the Doctrine of Election, and the Immuta- 
bility of the free Love of God, I cannot ſee how ' tis 


poſſible that any ſhould have a comfortable Aſſurance 
of eternal Salvation. What could it ſignify to a Man 
whoſe Conſcience is thorowly awakened, and who is 
warned in good Earneſt to ſeek Deliverance from the 
| . Wrath to come, tho', he ſhould be aſſured that all his 


paſt Sins are forgiven, and that he is nowa Child of God, 
if notwithſtanding this, he may hereafter become a 


Perſon convinced of the Corruption and Treachery of 
his own Heart, and of the Malice, Subtilty and Power 
of Satan? No! That which alone deſerves the Name 
of a full Aſſurance of Faith, is ſuch an Afſuranceas em- 


boldens the Believer, under the Senſe of his Intereſt in 


diſtinguiſhing Love,”to give the Challenge to all his 


Adverſaries, whether Men or Devils, and that with 


Regard to all their future as well as preſent Attempts 
to deſtroy, ſaying with the Apoſtle, Who ſhall 


God that juſtifies me: Who is he that condemns 
© me? It is Chriſt that died: Yea rather that is riſen 


* alſo 


Child of the Devil, and be caſt into Hell at laſt? Could 
ſuch an Aſſurance yield any ſolid laſting Comfort to a 


mA 


lay any Thing to the Charge of God's Elect ? It is 


„again, who is even at the Right Hand of God, who | 


mung . . ee — 
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« alſo maketh Interceſſion for me. Who ſhall fopas 


s rate me from the Love of Chriſt? ſhall Tribulation 


© or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution or Famine, or Nakedneſs, 
gor Peril or Sword? Nay, in all theſe Things I am 


more than Conqueror, through him that loved me. 


For Iam perſuaded, that neither Death nor Life, nor 


Angels, nor Principalities nor Powers, nor Things 


80 N nor Things to come, nor Heighth nor 
e Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall be able to ſe- 
„ parate me from the Love of God which 1 Is in Chriſt 


Jeſus my Lord.” 


This, dear Sir, is the triumphant Languigie of every 
Soul that has attained a full Aſſurance of Faith. And 
this Aflurance can only ariſe from a Belief of God's 


electing everlaſting Love. That many have an Afur- 


ance that they are in Chriſt To-day, but take no 
Thought for, or are not aſſured they ſhall be in him 


To-morrow, nay to all eternity, is rather their Imper- 


fection and Unhappineſs than their Priviledge. I pray 


God bring all ſuch to a Senſe of his eternal Love, that 
they may no longer build upon their own Faith fulneſs, 


but on the Unchangeableneſs of that God, whoſe 
Gifts and Callings are without Repentance. For thoſe 


whom God has once juſtified, he alſo will glorify, I 
| obſerved before, dear Sir, it is not always a fafe Rule 
to judge of the Truth of Principles from People's Prac- | 


tice. And therefore, ſuppoſing all that held univer- 


. fal Redemption in your Way of explaining it, after 
they received Faith, enjoyed the continual uninterrupted | 
Sight of God's Countenance, it does not fellow, that 
this is a Fruit of their Principle: For that I am ſure 
has a natural Tendency to keep the Soul in Darkneſs 
for ever; becauſe the Creature thereby is taught, that 
his being kept in a State of Salvation is owing to his 
own Free-will, And what a fandy Foundation is that 
for a poor Creature to build his Hopes of Perſeverance 


upon? Every Relapſe into Sin, every Surprize by 


Temptation, muſt throw him © into Doubts and Fears, 
into horrible "RE even Darknels that may be 


6 ' tele.” 
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cc felt.“ Hence it is, that the Letters which have 
been lately ſent me by thoſe who hold Univerſal Re- 
demption are dead and lifeleſs, dry and inconſiſtent, in 
Compariſon of thoſe I receive from Perſons on the 


F . contrary Side. Thoſe who ſettle in the univerſal 


Scheme, tho” they might begin in the Spirit (what- 
ever they may ſay to the contrary) are ending in the 


Fleſh, and building up a Righteouſneſs founded on their 


own free Will. Whilſt the others triumph in Hopes 


of the Glory of God, and build upon God's never. fail. - 
ing Promiſe, and unchangeable Love, even when his 
ſenſible Preſence is withdrawn from them. But I 
would not judge of the Truth of Election by the Ex- 

perience of any particular Perſons : If I did (Oh bear 
with me in this Fooliſhnelſs of boaſting) I think I my- 
ſelf might glory in Election. For theſe five or ſix 


| Years I have received the Witneſs of God's Spirit. 


Since that, bleſſed be God, I have not doubted a Quar- 


ter of an Hour of having a ſaving Intereſt in Jeſus 
Chriſt, But with Grief and humble Shame I do ac- 
| knowledge I have fallen into Sin often ſince that. Tho? 
I do not, dare not allow of any one Tranſgreſſion, 


yet hitherto I have not been (nor do I expect that 


while Iam in this preſent World I ever ſhall be) able 
to live one Day perfectly free from all Defects and 
Sin. And ſince the Scriptures declare that there is 


not a juſt Man upon Earth, no not among thoſe of the 
_ higheſt Attainments in Grace, that doeth Good and finneth 


not; we are ſure that this will be the Caſe of all the 
Children of God. The univerſal Experience and Ac- 
knowledgment of this, among the godly in every 


Ape, is abundantly ſufficient to confute the Error of 


_ thoſe who hold it in an abſolute Senſe, that after a 
Man is born again be cannot commit Sin, eſpecially ſince 


the Holy Ghoſt condemns the Perſons who ſay they have no 
fin, as deceiving themſelves, as being deſtitute of the 


Truth, and making God a Liar. 1 Epiſt. John i. 8, 10. 
I have been alſo in Heavineſs * thro! manifold Temp- 


tations, and expect to be often ſo before I die. Thus. 
ORE | ne were 


" 
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where the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians them 4 | 


ſelves. Thus was Luther that Man of God, who, as 
far as I can find, did not peremptorily, at leaſt, hold 
Election; and the great John Arndt was in the utmoſt 
Perplexity a Quarter of an Hour before he died; and 
yet he was no Predeſtinarian. And if I muſt ſpeak 
freely, I believe your fighting fo ſtrenuouſly againſt 


the Poctrine of Election, and pleading ſo vehemently _ | 


for a ſinleſs Perfection, are among the Reaſons or cul- 


2 pable Cauſes, why you are kept out of the Liberties of 


the Goſpel, and that full Aſſurance of Faith, which 
they enjoy, who have experimentally taſted, and 
daily feed upon God's electing, everlaſting  - 
But perhaps you may fay, that Zather and Arnd. 
were no Chriſtians, at leaſt very weak ones. I know 
you think meanly of Abraham, tho? he was eminently 
called the Friend of God; and I believe alſo of David, 
the Man after God's own Heart. No Wonder there- 
fore, that in a Letter you ſent me not long ſince, you 


ſhould tell me, That no Baptiſt or Preſbyterian 


Writer whom you have read, knew any Thing of 
& the Liberties of Chriſt.” What! Neither Bunyan, 
Henry, Flavel, Halyburton, or none of the New-Eng- 
land and Scots Divines, See, dear Sir, what narrow 
Spiritedneſs and Want of Charity ariſe from your Prin- 
ciples, and then do not cry out againſt Election any 
more on Account of its bring 1 deſtrudtive of 2 8 550 
oe“ | 
Tuurthh, I ſhall now proceed to another Head.— ; 
Again, fays the dear Mr. Weſley, Pag. 15. Par. 16. 
1 "How uncomfortable a Thought is this, that Thou- 
* ſands and Millions of Men, without any preceding 
- . «© Offence or Fault of theirs, were unchangeably . 
* doomed to everlaſting Burnings ? ” | 
But who ever aſſerted, that Thoufands and Millions 
of Men, without any preceding Offence or Fault of 
theirs, were unchangeably doomed to everlaſting Burn- 
ings ? Do nat they who believe God's dooming Men 
to everlafting ks alſo believe that God look*d 


* 


L . 


upon them as Men fallen in Alam? And that that 
Decree which ordained the Puniſhment, firſt regarded 


the Crime by which it was deſerved ? How then are 


they doomed without any preceding Fault ? Surely 
Mir. Weſtey will own God's Juſtice in imputing Adam's 


Sin to his Poſterity, and alfa, that after Adam fell, 


and his Poſterity in him, God might juſtly have paſſed | 


them ALL by, without ſending his own Son to be a 


Saviour for any one; Unleſs you heartily agree to both 
theſe Points, you do not believe Original Sin aright. 
If you do own them, then you muſt acknowledge the 


Doctrine of Election and Reprobation to be highly 


_ juſt and reaſonable, For if God might juſtly impute _ 


Adam's Sin to ALL, and afterwards have paſſed by 


ALL, then he might "juſtly paſs by ſome. Turn on the 
Right Hand, or on the Left, you are reduced to an 
inextricable Dilemma. And if you would be conſiſt- 
ent, you muſt either give up the Doctrine of the Im- 
putation of Adam's Sin, or receive the amiable Doc- 
trine of Election, with a Holy and righteous Repro- ' 


bation as its Conſequent. For whether you can be- 


-lieve it or no, the Word of God abides faithful. The 


Elefion has vbtained it, and the reſt whre blinded. | 


Your 17th Parag. Page 16, I paſs over, What has 
been ſaid on Parag. the gth and 10th, with little Al- 
teration will anſwer it. I ſhall only ſay tis the Doc- 
trine of Election that moſtly preſſes me to abound in 
good Works. I am made willing to ſuffer all Things 


for the Elect's Sake. This makes me preach with 
Comfort, becauſe I know Salvation does not depend 


on Man's Free-will, but the Lord makes them willing 


in the Day of his Power, and can make Uſe of me to 


bring ſome of his Elect home, whea and where he 


pleaſes. „„ 

Fifibh, You fay, Par. 18. Page 17. *© This Doc- 
e trine has a direct manifeſt Tendency to overthrow 
* the whole Chriſtian Religion. For, ſay you, ſup- 


of 
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of Mankind muſt be ſaved, tho* the Chriſtian Reve- 
lation were not in being.”  _ 

But, dear Sir, how does that follow? Since it is 
only by the Chriſtian Revelation that we are acquaint- 
ed with God's Deſign of ſaving his Church by the 

Death of his Son. Yea, *tis ſettled in the everlaſting 
Covenant, that ithis Salvation ſhall be applied to the 

Elect through the Knowledge and Faith of him, As 

the Prophet ſays, Jſaiab liii. 11. By his Knowledge 

Hall my righteous Servant juſtify many. How then has 
the Doctrine of Election a direct Tendency to over- 
throw the whole Chriſtian Revelation? Whoever 

thought that God's Declaration to Noah, that Seed- time 

and Harveſt ſhould never ceaſe, could afford an Argu- 
ment for the Neglect of Plowing or Sowing ? Or that 
the unchangeable Purpoſe of God, that Harveſt ſhould 
not fail, rendered the Heat of the Sun, or the Influence 
of the heavenly Bodies unneceſſary to produce it? Na. 
more does God's abſolute Purpoſe of ſaving his Choſen, 


preclude the Neceſſity of the Goſpel Revelation, or | 


the Uſe of any of the Means through which he has 
determined the Decree ſhall take Effect. Nor will the 
right Underſtanding, or the reverent Belief of God's 
| Decree, ever allow or ſuffer a Chriſtian in any Caſe to 
ſeparate the Means from the End, or the End from the 
Means. And ſince we are taught by the Revelation 
itſelf, that this was intended and given by God as a 
Means of bringing home his Elect, we therefore re- 
ceive it with Joy, prize it highly, uſing it in Faith, 
and endeavour to | ace it through all the World, in 
the full Aſſurance, that wherever God ſends it, ſooner 
or later, it ſhall be ſavingly uſeful to all the Elect 
within its Call. How then, in holding this Doctrine, 
do we join with modern Unbelievers in making the 
- Chriſtian Revelation unneceſſary ? No, dear Sir, you 
miſtake. Infidels of all Kinds are on your Side of tha 
Queſtion. Deiſts, Arians, Socinians, arraign God's 
Sovereignty, and ſtand up for Univerſal Redemption. 
I pray God, dear Mr. Weſtey's Sermon, as it has * 
| | „ r 


On. [23] 

| FE Hearts of many of God's Children, may not alſo 
ſtrengthen the Hands of many of his moſt avowed E- 
nemies! Here I could almoſt lie down and weep, * O 
tell it not in Gath ! Publiſh it not in the Streets of Aſte- 


ton, left the Daughters of the Uncircumciſed rejoice, leſt 


the Sons of Unbelief ſhould triumph |! 

.. Further, you ſay, Page 18th, Par. 19th, This 

Doctrine makes Revelation contradict itſelf.” For 
| Inſtance, fay you, The Aſſerters of this Doctrine 

< interpret that Text of Scripture, Jacob have I loved, 

«< but Eſau have I hated, as implying that God in a li 


<<. teral Senſe, hated Eſau and all the Reprobates from 
« Eternity!” And when conſidered as fallen in Adam, 


were they not Objects of his Hatred? And might not 
God of his own good Pleaſure, love or ſhew Mercy to 
Jacob and the Elect, and yet at the ſame Time do the 
Reprobate no Wrong? But you fay, © God is Love.” 
-And cannot God be love, unleſs * ſhews the ſame 
Mercy to all!? 


Again, ſays dear Mr. We efley, © They infer from 
that Text, I will have Mercy on whom I will have 


«© Merey, that God is Mercy only to ſome Men, wiz. 


<< the Elect; and that he has Mercy for thoſe only, 


E flatly contrary to which is the whole Tenor of the 
. «« Scripture, as is that expreſs Declaration in particular, 


«© The Lord is loving to every Man, and his, Mercy is - 


« gver all his Works.” And ſo it is, but not his 


ſaving Mercy. God is loving to every Man, he ſends 
his Rain upon the Evil and upon the Good. But you 

fay, Cod is no Reſpecter of Perſaus. No! For eve- 
ry one, whether Few or Gentile, that believeth on e- 


ſus, and worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted of him. 


- But he that believeth not ſhall be damned. For Cad is 
uo Neſpecter of Perſons, i. e. upon the Account of any 


_- outward Condition or Circumſtance i in Life whatever. 


Nor does the Doctrine of Election in the leaſt ſuppoſe - 
him to be ſo. But as the Sovereign Lord of all, who 
is Debtor to none, he has a Right to do what he will 


with his own, and Uiſpenie his Favours to what Ob- 


jets 
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jects he ſees fit, merely at his Pleaſure. And his ſu- 
preme Right herein, is clearly and ſtrongly aſſerted in 
thoſe Paſſages of Scripture, where he ſays, I will have 
Mercy on whom I will have Mercy, and baue Compaſſion 
on ĩobom I will have Compaſſion, Rom. IX, 15. Exod. 
xxxiii. =_ 

Further in Page 1900 you repreſent us as inferring : 
frm the Text, © The Children not being yet born, net 
* ther having done Good or Evil, that the Purpoſe of 
God, according to Election, might ſtand, not of 
„ Works, but of him that calleth, it was faid 
c unto her (unto Rebecca) The elder ſhall ſerve the 
*. younger.” That our Predeſtination to Life no 
ways depends on the Fore- knowledge of God. But 
who infers this, dear Sir? For if F ore knowledge 
ſignifies Approbation, as it does. in ſeveral Parts of 
Scripture, then we confeſs that Predeſtination and E- 
lectiop do depend on God's Fore-knowledge. But if 
by God's Fofe- knowledge you underſtand: God's fore- 
ſeeing ſome good Works done by his Creatures as the 
Foundation or Reaſon of chuſing them, and therefore 
electing them, then we ſay, that in this Senſe, Prede- 
ſtination does not any Way depend on God's Fore- 
| knowledge. | But I refer'd you, at the Beginning of 
this Letter, to Dr. Edwards his Veritas Redux, which I 
recommended to you in a late Letter, with EA ia Cole 


on God's Sovereigniy. Be pleaſed to read thoſe, and 


alſo the excellent Sermons of Mr. Cooper of Boſton. in 
New-England, which I alſo ſent you, and I doubt not 
but you will fee all your Objections anſwered, Tho? 
I would obſerve, that after all our reading on both 


ny Sides the Queſtion, we ſhall never in this Life be able 


to ſearch out God's Decrees to Perfection. No, we muſt 

humbly adore what we cannot comprehend, and with 

the great Apoſtle at the End of our Enquiries cry out 
Ob the Depth, &c. or with our Lord, when he was ad- 


miring God's Sovereignty, Even fo Father, for fo it 


ſeemeth Good in thy Sight. 
However it may not be amiſs to take Notice that 
| | „ if 


— 


_ [25] | 
i ak Texts, God willeth that none ſhould perifh,” 


4 have no Pleaſure in him that dieth,” and ſuch like, 
be taken in their ſtricteſt Senſe, then no one will be 


dam ned. 


But here's the D en God taketh no Pleaſure 
in the Death of Sinners, ſo as to delight ſimply in their 
Death; but he delights to magnify his Juſtice, by in- 

flicting the Puniſhment which their Iniquities have de- 
| ſerved. As a righteous Judge, who takes no Pleaſure 
in condemning a Criminal, may yet juſtly command 


him to be executed, that Law and Juſtice. may be ſa- 
tisfied, even tho? it be i in his Power to procure him a 


Repricve | 


would kink farther, that you unjuſtly charge the 


Doctrine of Reprobation with Blaſphemy, whereas the 
Doctrine of Univerſal Redemption, as you ſet it forth, 
is really the higheſt Reproach upon the Dignity of the 
Son of God, and the Meric of his Blood.” Conſider 


therefore, whether it be not Blaſphemy rather to ſay 


as you do, Page 29. Chriſt not only died for thoſe 


te that are ſaved, but alſo for thoſe that periſh.” 
The Text you have milapplied to 2 over this, ſee 
explained by Ridgely, Edwards, 

poſely omit anſwering your Texts myſelf, that you 


ay be brought to read ſuch Treatiſes, which, under 


God, would ſhew you your Error. You cannot 


make good this Aſſertion, That Chriſt died for 


& them that periſh, without holding (as Peter Boebler, 


one of the Moravian Brethren, in ce to make out 
Univerſal Redemption, lately frankly confeſſed in a Let- 


ter) That all the damned Souls would hereafter be 
„ brought out of Hell.“ I cannot think Mr. 1: ley 
is thus minded. And yet without this can be proved, 


| | Univerſal Redemption, taken in a literal Senſe, falls en- 
tirely to the Ground, For how cat all be univerſally 


| redeemed, if all are not finally ſaved? 
Dear Sir, for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, conſider how you 


diſhonour God by denying Election. You plainly 


make Salvation depend not on God's Tree. Grace, but 
| D ou 


enry ; and I pur- 


| Hymn in Praiſe of e * Love. 


1 


on Man's IN And *tis more than probable, | 


Jeſus Chriſt would not have had the Satisfaction of fe- 
ing the Fruit of his Death in the eternal Salvation of 
one Soul. Our Preaching would then be vain, and all 
Invitations for People t to believe in him, would alſo be 
In vain. 
But bleſſed be God, our Lord knew for whom he 
ied. There was an eternal Compact between the Fa- 
ther and the Son. A certain Number was then given 


him, as the Purchaſe and Reward of his Obedience 
and Death. For theſe he prayed, John xvii. and not 


for the World. For theſe, and thele only, he is now | | 


| interceding, and with their Salvation he will be fully 


ſatisfied. | | 
1 purpoſely omit making any further particular Re- | 
marks on the ſeveral laſt Pages of your Sermon. In- 


_ deed had not your Name, dear Sir, been prefixed to 


the Sermon, I could not have been ſo uncharitable as 


to think you were the Author of ſuch Sophiſtry, You _ 


beg the Queſtion in ſaying, that God has declared, 
(notwithſtanding you own, I ſuppoſe, fone will be 
damned) that. he will fave all, 7. e. every individual 
Perſon. You take it for granted (for ſolid Proof you 
have none) that God is unjuſt, if he paſſes by any, and 


then you exclaim againſt the Horrible Decree. And 


yet, as I before hinted, in holding the Doctrine of 
Original Sin, you profels to believe chat he might * | 


ly have paſſed by all. 


Dear dear Sir, O be not offended! For Chriſt's 


Sake be not raſh! Give yourſelf to Reading. Study 


che Covenant of Grace. Down with your carnal Rea- 


ſoning. Be a little Child. And then, inſtead of 


pawning your Salvation, as you have done in a late 
Hymn Book, if the Doctrine of Univerſal Redemption 
be not true. Inſttad of talking of ſinleſs Perfection 


as you have done in the Preface to that Hymn- Book, 
and making Man's Salvation depend on his own Free- 


will, as you have in this Sermon, you will. compoſe a 


Tou 
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You will caution Believers againſt ſtriving to work a 


Perfection out of their own Hearts, and print another 


Sermon the Reverſe of this, and entitle it Free-Grace 
indeed. Free, becauſe not free to all; but free, be- 
cauſe God may withhold or give it to whom and when 


he pleaſes. 


I.ll you do this, l muſt doubt whether or not you know 
yourſelf, In the mean while, I cannot but blame you 
for cenſuring the Clergy of our Church for not keep- 
ing to their Articles, when you yourſelf by your Prin 


ciples poſitively deny the gth, 1oth and 17th. Dear 


Sir, theſe Things ought not ſo to be. God knows my 


Heart, as I told you before, fo I declare again, no- 
thing but a ſingle Regard to the Honour of Chriſt has 
forced this Letter from me. I love and honour you 


for his Sake; and when I come to Judgment, will 
thank you before Men and Angels, for what you have 


under God done for my Soul. 


There, I am perſuaded, I ſhall ſee dear Mr. 2 


convinced of Election and everlaſting Love. And it 
often fills me with Pleaſure, to think how I ſhall be- 
hold you caſting your Crown down at the Feet of the 
Lamb, and as it were, filled with a holy Bluſhing for 


oppoſing the Divine Sovereignty in the Manner you 
have done. 

But I hope the Lord will ſhew you this before you 
go hence. O how do I long for that Day! If the 


Lord ſhould be pleaſed to make Uſe of this Letter 


for that Purpoſe, it would abundantly. rejoice the 


Heart of, Dear and Honoured we. | 


Your - affeltionate, tho? unworthy 


Brother and Servant in Chrift, 


Gronce WHITEFIELD, 
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 AHYMN by the Reverend Dr. WaTTs, 


on Rom. IX, 21, 22, 23» 24. N 


EH 0. LD the Potter and the C lay; 


He forms his Veſſels as be pleaſe © 
Such is our God, and ſuch are we, 
The Subjects of his high Decrees. 


2 Doth not the Workmay's Power extend 
O'er all the Maſs —which Part to chuſe, 
And mould it for a nobler End, 

And which to leave for viler Uſe ? 


3 May not the ſovereign Lord on high 
Diſpenſe his Favours as he will? 
Cbuſe ſome to Life while others die, 
Aud yet be juſt and gracious fil A 


4 What if to make bis Terror known, : 
He lets his Patience long endure, 
Suffering vile Rebels to go on, 
And ſeal their own Deftruttion ſare | „ 


5 Whatif be, means to ſhew his Grace, 
And his electing Love employs, 
To mark out ſome of mortal Race, 
And form them fit for Heaven Joys ? 


6 Shall Man rep againſt the Lord? 
Aud call bis Maker's Ways unjuſt, 


The Thunder of whoſe dreadful Word, 


Can _— a tas Warlds 10 Duſt * = 


7 But 
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7 But O my Sau! if Truth fo bright, 
Should dazzle and confound thy Sight, 
Yet ſtill bis written Will obey, 
And wait the great deciſtve Day. 


8 Then ſhall he make his Juſtice known, 
Aud the whole World before bis Throne, 
With Joy or Terror, ſhall confeſs © 

De Glory of his Righteouſneſs. 
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whereby 


no Power to do g 


I 
Of Original or Birth * 


; On Sin ſtandeth ; not in the following of Atom, 
(as the Pelagians do vainly talk) but it is the 
Fault and r the Nature of every Man, 
that natural ally. 4s yy ay of the Offspring of Adam, 
an Is 


ouſneſs, and is of ns own Nature inclined to Evil, ſo 


that the Fleſh luſteth contrary to the Spirit; and there- = 
fore, in every Perſon born into this World, it deſerv- 
eth God's Wrath and Damnation. And this Infection 


of Nature doth remain, yea, in them that are regene- 


rate, whereby the Luſt of the Fleſh, called in Greek 
Opovy;ue capros, which ſome do expound the Wiſdom, 
ſome Senſuality, ſome the Affection, ſome the Deſire - 
of the Fleſh, is not ſubject to the Law of God. And 


altho* there is ns Condemnation for them that believe and 
are baptized, yet the Apoſtle doth confeſs, that Con- 


| +. _ and Luft hath of itſelf the Nature of Sin. 


1 F ree- Will. 


HE Condition of Man, after 45 Fall of Adam, 
is fuch, that he cannot turn and prepare him- 


ſelf, by his own natural Strength and good Works, 


to Faith and _— God : Wherefore, we have 
to God, without the Grace of God by Chriſt prevent- 


ing us, that we may have a good Will, . war king 


_ us when we bave that good Wi ll. 
of Predeſtination and Election. 


God, whereby (before the Foundations of the World 


were laid) he hath conſtantly decreed by his Counſel, ſe- 
cret to us, to deliver from Curſe and Damnation, thoſe | 


whom he hath choſen in Chriſt out of Mankind, and to 


bring them by Chrift to _— Valvation, as Ve tel 


far gone from Original Righte- | 1 


Works, pleaſant and acceptable 


Redeſtination to Life, is the everlaſting Purpoſe of 


* 
made to Howur. Wherefore, they which be endued 
with ſo excellent a Benefit of God, ge called according 
to God's Purpoſe, by his Spirit working in due Seaſon : 
They through Grace obey the Calling: They be jufti- 
Fed freely: They be made Sons of God by Adoption: 
They be made like the Image of his only begotten Son Je- 
|S fs Chrit : They walk religiouſly in good Works, and at 

length, by God's Mercy, they attain to everlaſting Fe- 
i. | | DNS 
1 the godly Conſideration of Predęſtination and 
dur Election in Chriſt is full of ſeet, pleaſant and un- 
ſpeakable Comfort to godly Perſons, and ſuch as feel in 
- themſelves the working of the Spirit of Chriſt, morti- 
Hing the Works of the Fleſb, and their earthly Mem- 
bers, and drawing up their Minds to high. and heavenly 
Things, as well becauſe it doth greatly eftablih and con- 
firm their Faith of eternal Salvation, to be enjoyed 
through Chriſt, as becauſe it doth fervently kindle their 
Love towards God : So, for curious and carnal Perſons, 
lacking the Spirit of Chriſt, to have continually before 
their Eyes the Sentence of God's Predeſtination is a moſt 
dangerous Downfall, whereby the Devil doth thruſt 
them either into Deſperation, or into Wretchleſsneſs of 
moſt unclean Living, no leſs perilous than Deſperation. 
Furthermore, we mul} receive God's Promiſes in 
ſuch-wiſe as they be generally ſet forth to us in holy 
Scripture : And in our Doings that Will of God is to 
be followed, which we have expreſly declared to us 
in the Word of Gd. : 
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